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I am studying to be a secondary education English teacher.  To date, I have no teaching experience, with the exception of working in a daycare for a year and half with 3 year olds.  I have high expectations of my course work at Holy Family University.  I am currently employed as a copy editor at a medical publishing company, Wolters Kluwer Health/Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.  I have been employed there for about 4 ½ years.
While there are negative aspects of technology, the positive seem to out weigh the negative.  I think technology can be intimidating to older teachers who do not have the training or experience of younger/newer teachers.  Another negative aspect I have observed is a lesson designed around technology and a piece of equipment is not working correctly or the teacher does not know how to use the equipment properly.  The instructor loses the class during down time trying to “fix” the equipment and time is lost.  Also, when using a public computer lab or sharing a classroom, what functions one day, may not function the next day or the next class!  It can be risky relying on technology for instruction.  Finally, educators need to instruct students how to properly use equipment and programs; for example, when doing research online, it may be necessary to direct students to reputable Web sites and to advise them to avoid Wikipedia and other similar Web sites.
Even with those few negatives, I see many positive values of technology as a learning tool.  The Internet is an amazing tool to find instructional videos and demos for items that can not be brought into the classroom; for example videos on car care or touring a rain forest in the Amazon.  Many pieces of technology serve as valuable teaching aides in the classroom, such as SMART boards. Teachers can pop in an educational DVD to show a video clip that accompanies textbooks, show POWERPoint slides, and more.  Assignments can be e-mailed back and forth, contact can be conveniently kept with teachers and parents and professors and students.  With what I have already observed as a graduate student and in the corporate world, I know even greater things are to come.  
With all things there are positives and negatives.  Technology in education can be a useful tool, but it is only as effective as the user.  When educators are prepared for all obstacles, using technology in the classroom will be a rewarding experience for the instructor and the students.
